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Protecting Incarcerated Women and Children

ACTIONCHALLENGE CHANGE
Women and children in prisons  
deserve safe, humane treatment.

The incarceration rate in the U.S. is the 
highest in the world. In 2012, one in 108 
adults was in prison or jail—a stagger-
ing 2.2 million people. Prison reform is 
needed for numerous injustices, espe-
cially in regard to two of the most vul-
nerable prison populations: women and 
children. On any given day in America, an 
estimated 10,000 children are housed in 
adult incarceration facilities, where they 
are at an increased risk for suicide and 
are five times more likely to be sexually 
assaulted. And, youth sent to adult jail 
facilities go on to commit more – and 
more violent! – crimes than those re-
ceiving rehabilitative services in the ju-
venile system. Meanwhile, women are 
the fastest growing prison demograph-
ic. Giving birth in prison is a traumatic 
experience on its own, and only made 
worse by enduring being shackled and 
incapable of movement during labor and 
delivery. Women and children need help 
in prison—and they need it now.

MMFN Leaders are leveraging a net-
work of thousands of Supporters 
across the state to lead the charge on 
prison reform for vulnerable popula-
tions. Camilla Roberson, an attorney 
at the Public Justice Center, sought 
justice for children caught up in the le-
gal system. Camilla and the Just Kids 
Partnership launched a campaign 
through MMFN to minimize the num-
ber of youth held in adult jails and pre-
vent the construction of a jail dedicated 
for youth tried as adults. MMFN sup-
porters quickly mobilized supporters 
and made sure people across the state 
knew the facts and signed up to stay 
informed. Later, Jacqueline Robarge 
and her group Power Inside commit-
ted to making a difference in the lives 
of incarcerated pregnant women in 
Maryland. Jacqueline launched a cam-
paign through MMFN in February 2014 
to raise support for banning the prac-
tice statewide. 

Over 4,600 Marylanders told Governor 
O’Malley to end the shackling of preg-
nant women, and two months later he 
did just that. Incarcerated women won 
a victory that day, and Jacqueline ac-
quired nearly 2,800 new advocates—
surpassing the size of her entire sup-
porter list generated over the course 
of the previous year. Over 8,300 Mary-
landers expressed support for juvenile 
justice. Camilla ensured that commu-
nities had data-driven policy language 
rather than ill-informed and politically 
expedient rhetoric. After public educa-
tion and outreach about jailing chil-
dren with adults, Baltimore stepped 
up and banned the practice. Shortly 
after, Governor Hogan made the policy 
statewide. Camilla and Just Kids grew 
their support base by 1,689 percent—
adding 3,377 voices to the movement 
who continue to speak to speak out for 
juvenile justice. 

Inspire Marylanders to take a stand 
for vulnerable prison populations.

Pregnant women are no longer 
shackled, and juvenile justice is on 
legislators’ radar.
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Moving Maryland Forward
N E T W O R K Maryland’s Workforce Deserves Basic Protections

ACTIONCHALLENGE CHANGE
Those who work to make ends meet 
need basic employment protections.

In Maryland, nearly 575,000 individu-
als – 1 in 10 people – live below the 
poverty line. In addition to the hard-
ships this causes, they often face a 
lack of support from their employers 
that could allow them to better sup-
port themselves and their families. 
Two key protections could greatly im-
prove the lives of these disadvantaged 
Marylanders: a higher minimum wage 
and paid sick days. Many Marylanders 
who don’t have access to sick leave 
also make minimum wage, and can’t 
really afford to take time off. Even 
working full-time or longer, those who 
earn minimum wage often still have 
trouble making ends meet. Increasing 
the minimum wage would put more 
money in the pockets of nearly half 
a million Maryland workers—raising 
their quality of life and financial sta-
bility. 

Melissa Broome, an MMFN Leader and 
acting executive director of the Job Op-
portunities Task Force (JOTF), launched a 
campaign calling for Maryland to require 
paid sick days for workers. A year later, 
MMFN Leaders Stacey Mink of Maryland 
Working Families and Virginia Knowlton 
Marcus of the Maryland Disability Law 
Center joined forces to develop a cam-
paign that not only focused on the broad 
issue of raising the minimum wage from 
$7.25 to $10.10, but also brought atten-
tion to an underlying issue of the sub-
minimum wage that employers are able 
to pay to individuals with disabilities.

Nearly 12,000 Marylanders voiced 
their support for raising the minimum 
wage. The Maryland General Assem-
bly heard the call loud and clear: They 
passed legislation on the last day of 
their session in March 2014, and the in-
creases  – enough to elevate the state 
among those with the highest rates in 
the country, and in line with President 
Obama’s similar proposal – began the 
following January. Through their cam-
paign, Stacey and Virginia gained more 
than 9,300 new Supporters. Meanwhile, 
legislation around paid sick days for 
Maryland workers has not yet been 
passed, though Montgomery County 
passed their own in July 2015. However, 
JOTF’s new base of Supporters, now 
nearly 20,000 strong, continue to fight 
for this basic workers’ right. 

Generate a groundswell of support 
for employee rights.

Maryland’s employees are well on 
their way to a better work day.
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N E T W O R K People Should Be Able to Marry Who They Love

ACTIONCHALLENGE CHANGE
Marriage rights should not be dictated 
by sexual orientation.

“Gay and lesbian Americans should be 
treated fairly, and equally,” said Presi-
dent Obama, and MMFN Leader Mer-
edith Curtis, communications director 
for the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Maryland (ACLU-MD), couldn’t 
agree more. She and her team view 
this historic moment as a unique op-
portunity to make a difference in the 
lives of loving families. As the issue of 
gay marriage sweeps the nation, each 
state has the opportunity to decide 
how to protect families. In Maryland, 
as in so many other states, the jury 
was still out on whether the political 
will would sway.

The marriage equality movement was 
at a tipping point in Maryland, and 
Meredith needed more support to push 
the issue the rest of the way to the gov-
ernor’s office. She teamed ACLU-MD’s 
Marriage Fairness campaign with 
MMFN’s Supporter base—mobilizing 
people to connect with those who could 
lend their voice and support for same-
sex marriage legislation in Maryland in 
2012. MMFN and the ACLU teamed up 
to ask their supporters to tell Governor 
O’Malley to bring marriage equality to 
Maryland.

Over 12,600 Marylanders raised their voice 
in support of marriage equality. In February 
2012, Meredith and other MMFN Leaders 
were present to witness Governor O’Malley 
sign the Civil Marriage Protection Act into 
law, which enabled committed gay and les-
bian couples to get a civil marriage license. 
MMFN helped Meredith and her team add 
more than 10,600 new supporters to the 
movement, all ready to take action on the 
next battle in the fight for equal rights— 
growing her original list by 2,126 percent. 

Empowering people to fight for 
what’s right.

Marriage in Maryland is now for      
everyone.


